DISGRACE  ABOUNDING
In the old town of Jerusalem two hundred horses were stolen, an
Arab journalist had four pounds stolen from his pocket. The poor
possessions of the people, a few sticks of furniture or stocks of food,
are destroyed. Tor the British military authorities are obviously
resolved to break the resistance of the civilian population by
starvation'. The want and distress of the people 'is terrible'.
More and more cases are occurring where 'captured and fettered
Arabs are shot during transport'. There was such a case in Jaffa,
'where a suspect Arab, who was handcuffed, was made to run
the gauntlet between English soldiers and was finished off by
revolver shots'.
In this British-ruled territory, too, says the correspondent, the
fiendish trick of pretending that a dead prisoner was shot ewhile
trying to escape5 has been introduced — together with concen-
tration camps. 'A second case was established on the Haifa-
Djenin road, where two captured Arabs, who had been put in
handcuffs, and were to be removed by a motor car, were shot,
allegedly because-they had tried to wrest the rifles from the three
British soldiers escorting them.' 'Just itnagine', says the correspon-
dent, 'two handcuffed prisoners try to overpower three fully-
armed guards and are shot. In the official communiques these
cases are reported as "shot while trying to escape".5
The ruthlessness of the British soldiery, he proceeds, is shown
by the repeated cases of Arab women being raped. 'In the village
of Silluan, where two Englishmen had been shot, seven Arab
women were raped.' Such occurrences, says the correspondent,
'are daily events, but are hushed up by the Arabs concerned in
the interest of their family honour'. During the operations in the
old town of Jerusalem the number of 'old men, women and
children allegedly killed by stray bullets' was just as great as that
of the Arab irregulars. 'England1" the correspondent concludes
his report 'is making of the Arab population of Palestine in truth
a people of martyrs.'
Take the Volkischer Beobachter of November 26th, 1938. A whole
page about England, reproducing from French newspapers of
1898 pictures of British atrocities in South Africa. There is a
324

